
 

 

 
WATERTOWN POLICE COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

VIRTUAL 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 
 

 

1. Convene Regular Meeting  

Chairman Richard Antonetti called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call 

 

PRESENT: Richard Antonetti, Chairman 

 David Jannetty, V. Chairman 

 Jamie Hobart Lambo 

 Robert McCarthy 

  

  

ABSENT:  Richard Rossi 

 

ALTERNATES                            

PRESENT: Jamie Russ 

 

ALTERNATES Tamara Keeman                                  

ABSENT:  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief  

 

Chairman Richard Antonetti welcomed Jamie Russ to the commission.  

Jamie Russ sat in for Richard Ross and was placed as a regular member.    

 

             Chairman Richard Antonetti suggested that Jamie Russ call the office with his email and  

            Telephone number. 

    

3. Public Participation 

 Al Mickel, 95 Woodvine Avenue: First, I would like to congratulate the Chief, well done and 

good luck. I thank the commission for adding the Chief’s minutes that was appreciated, thank 

you. In the last Town Council meeting they talked about getting a noise permit for 

Crestbrook Park. They said the police issues the noise permit and that is what iT says in 

Section 1235 of the town ordinances but it doesn’t say how to do it or what the process is. I 

looked online the Police website I could not find it. So if someone could let me know how to 

do it and what process to follow I would certainly appreciate it. I don’t know if you are going 
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to have an update oN the building for the Police Department that would be appreciated also, 

thank you.       

   

4. Minutes Approval  

 a. Regular Meeting – December 9, 2020 

            Motion: Jamie Hobart Lambo seconded by Robert McCarthy to accept meeting minutes  

 of December 9, 2020. 

 

 Discussion: none. 

 

 Motion passes unanimously  

 

5. Correspondence  

 a. Hairbanger Salon, 698 Main Street – Issue with parked cars blocking driveway entrance – 

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief:  Upon visiting the salon, although the owner was not present 

we spoke to one of the employees there. The problem is very intermittent, in observing the 

driveway it is kind of obscure. It blends in with the topography, it is not very noticeable. Two 

primary recommendations are if a car is blocking the driveway to call the Police Department 

right away so we can come out and deal with it. Second is to try to make their driveway a 

little more visible to drivers. To purchase cones to put out at the end of their driveway near 

the sidewalk area just to delineate the driveway a little more for vehicle operators. If the 

problem persists maybe we can see about some better signage installed on the road stating do 

not block driveway.   

               

6. New Business  

 a. Resident input to raise speed limit on Bunker Hill Road to intersection with Middlebury 

Road from 25 mph to 30 mph.  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: I went on the State Traffic Authority’s web page and they 

have listed the official speed limits of all the certified roads in every community.  Bunker 

Hill Road is a certified road within Watertown. The DOT has approved speed limits 

established for Bunker Hill Road and have broken the road up in three different sections. The 

first section is from the Waterbury line to Straits Turnpike the official speed limit there is 

already established at 30 mph. It should be noted that the signage out on the road is incorrect 

and it states 25 mph on the signage it is a matter of changing out the signs. The second is 

Bunker Hill from Straits Turnpike to the intersection of the Davis Street Extension which is a 

very short section is 25 MPH and the signage is missing in that area and would have to have 

new signs put in. The rest of the road from Davis Street Extension all the way out to the 

Woodbury line is 30 MPH and properly signed. I did cc Mr. Cavanaugh on my findings and I 

am hopeful he would make the repairs to the signs and install the proper signs when the 

ground thaws in the spring.              
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7. Old Business 

 a. Tentative hearing on November 17, 2020 regarding removal of MyHoopty.com, LLC from 

Municipal Towing List (Hopefully, this issue can be resolved in time for our February 

meeting). 

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: I talked with the Commission’s Attorney he is working with the 

Town Attorney and also the Chief’s Attorney, they hope to have drafted by February a new 

regulation list for town towing procedures.     

  

8. Chairman’s Report  

 a. Congratulations to our new Watertown Police Chief Joshua Bernegger. 

      (Pass out copies of the Police Chief’s “Vision for the Watertown P.D.”.  

  Chairman Richard Antonetti: We are all proud to see him moving up from Deputy Chief.  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: I appreciate all your kind words and support. I have enjoyed  

 very much working with each of you over the past two years and look forward to continue  

 working with you over several years to come. I am very excited for the future of the  

 Watertown Police Department, Chief Gavallas left a very good department so I have a very  

 good launching pad right now to make the department flourish even better than it is. A lot of  

 exciting things in the works including the project for a new facility. Watertown is a great  

 town I have had a warm welcome from day one and continue to work with wonderful people  

 in government and citizens I couldn’t be happier, thank you.     

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: In the packet is the Vision Statement by the Chief. In the  

 Chief’s Vision Statement is the word we rather than I and I assume the direction is going to  

 be a mutual cooperative event to move the new police facility forward and to see our pride in  

 our local police officers to continue in a group effort. I think as you read the mission  

 statement I think you too will be proud of our new Chief.    

 

 b. Request to obtain a timetable for installation of the RRFB’s (Rapid Rectangular Flashing  

     Beacons) on Main Street from Director of Public Works Roy Cavanaugh.  

 

 David Jannetty: What I would like to see more so than a motion is an invite for Mr.  

 Cavanaugh to attend out next meeting and layout his plan for the timeline not for just the  

 beacons but for the entire Road Safety Audit project. That would allow the  

 commissioners to ask Mr. Cavanaugh some questions about the project not only the  

 timeline but some of the processes and procedures in different aspects.  

 

 Motion: David Jannetty seconded by Jamie Hobart Lambo to request the attendance of  

 the Public Works Director Mr. Cavanaugh at our next February meeting. 

  

 Motion passes unanimously  
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 c. Request for the date for release of the final draft of the Road Safety Audit Study from 

     Director of Public Works Roy Cavanaugh.  

 

9. Police Chief’s Report 

 a. December 2020– Monthly Department Activity Report 

                                                                               

      Commission Report 1/13/2021 

1) The Department’s roster is one short with the retirement of Chief Gavallas.  We currently have 

39 sworn officers and 1 vacancy.  Our latest hire, Ofc. Chiucarello, has graduated from the FTO 

program and is currently assigned to the midnight shift. 

 

2) COVID has continued to plague the police department.  Over the past month five additional 

employees have contracted the virus.  

 
3) The Department has hired a new Animal Control Officer, Judy Umstead, to replace Pat Conte 

who retired on 12/25/2020 after 31 years of service.  Judy has over 17 years of Animal Control 

experience and has come fully certified, and really hit the ground running.   

 

4) The retirement parade and ceremony for Chief Gavallas was held on December 30 th and was a 

huge success.  Chief Gavallas was very appreciative, and the Department wishes him a 

healthy and enjoyable retirement.   

 

5) I have been collaborating with the Town Manager regarding the selection process for the 

position of Deputy Chief.  The position will be posted internally in the very near future.  

CPCA will be contracted to assist vetting the candidates.   

 

6) The Department’s proposed budget was submitted to the Finance Director at the end of 

December.  Our first budget review is scheduled for next Wednesday, January 20th.   

 

10.       Adjournment  

   

 Motion: David Jannetty seconded by Robert McCarthy to adjourn the Regular Meeting at  

 7:30 p.m. 

  

 Motion passes unanimously 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 ________________________ 

Richard Antonetti, Chairman 

Watertown Police Commission   


